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Engaging students in a distance learning environment can be
difficult. One method that can help professors bridge the gap is
making the use of video grading. Grading via video note is an al-
ternative to traditional grading of careplans, discussion boards and
other assignments. The goal is two-fold: to enhance the student
experience, bringing the online world to a less impersonal level
andprovide feedback with less ambiguity helping students attain
a better grasp of course content quickly. Utilization of this method
does require some individual technical knowledge of your learning
management system (LMS). This technique is successful on both
CANVAS and Desire2 Learn. A Zoom account is also helpful (Zoom
Pro not required). It is also recommended you have a quality web-
cam and microphone so the audio and video quality is acceptable.

Using Zoom (or similar program), start a meeting and share the
student assignment on your screen- this is easier using two mon-
itors. If using Zoom, the professor will appear in the upper corner
as guidance. This adds a personal touch to the feedback bridging
the distance gap common to the online environment since you are
speaking directly to each student.

To ensure success, the professor should have a comfort level
with the camera and institution LMS. The feedback received from
students is almost always positive and during COVID this engage-
ment has been important for students who are normally on-ground.
Video grading can also add personalization to any online course.
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